
Alfred Kennedy 
Siemens
Alfred Kennedy has over 25 years of strategic marketing, strategic planning, personnel and project 
management, advertising and sales experience. He has worked for both large, publically traded companies, 
as well as small, entrepreneurial firms. During the last 10+ years, Alfred has worked for Siemens Industry, 
Inc. Currently, he works within Process Automation Business Unit and is responsible for co-leading/ driving 
Siemens Digitalization efforts within process industries.

Alex Rozenfeld 
Founder, Climate Impact Capital, LLC
Alex Rozenfeld founded Climate Impact Capital, LLC in 2016 to help fill the market gap for early stage 
companies and investors seeking to make an impact on climate change. Climate Impact Capital  identifies 
market opportunities and talented teams, and then partners closely to help them achieve long term successful 
company growth, financial returns, and positive impact. Climate Impact Capital spun out Texas Innovates 
in 2017, a hardtech incubator focusing on early stage energy and water technologies, providing a shared 
equipment model. Texas Innovates is a finalist in the C40 Reinventing Cities Competition for Houston.

Alex Hurley 
Junior Vice President of Operations, Venture Smarter
Alex Hurley is the Junior Vice President of Operations for Venture Smarter and the Energy and Resilience 
Chair for Smart Regions Initiatives. Alex is dedicated to growing the energy and resilience communities 
within the smart cities industry by supporting governments, businesses, and universities that are researching, 
building, funding, and/or deploying solutions in these spaces. Prior to joining Venture Smarter, Alex 
studied the partnership networks associated with local environmental policies across the United States while 
completing a Master of Science in Environmental Studies degree from the Voinovich School of Leadership 
and Public Affairs at Ohio University in Athens. He is now located in Cincinnati, OH. 
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Christine Martini 
RenovoBlu
Christine is an Investment Management professional specializing in renewable, sustainable investments 
in public companies, private equity and project finance.  At WaveCapital Partners Christine focuses on 
structuring debt and equity solutions for pre-revenue companies in the sustainable Infrastructure and 
renewable energy space.  Prior to WaveCapital, Christine was a Director at Ultra Capital where she focused 
on the origination and execution of project finance transactions specifically covering the water sector.

Chris Tomlinson 
Houston Chronicle
Chris Tomlinson is a columnist for the Houston Chronicle and the San Antonio Express-News, focusing on 
business, economics and policy. He is also the author of a New York Times bestseller, Tomlinson Hill, and 
produced the award-winning documentary film of the same name, which examines the history of racism in 
Texas. Previously he was the supervisory correspondent for The Associated Press in Austin, responsible for 
state government and political reporting. He also worked as an investigative reporter in Iraq 
and Washington DC. Tomlinson graduated from the University of Texas at Austin 
in 1992 with special honours in humanities.

Amit Pramanik 
Chief Innovation Officer, The Water Research Foundation
Dr. Pramanik has >30 years of experience in environmental engineering both in the USA and overseas. Amit 
worked with and consulted for various companies and water/wastewater treatment facilities. He joined the 
not-for-profit Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF) in 1997. He held several position at WERF 
and became Director of Research, with oversight and responsibility for their portfolio of research and 
coordination with collaborative partner organizations. Amit managed a diverse portfolio of projects, some 
with national or global implications, and works with world renowned technical experts on these topics. 

Brett Perlman  
CEO, Center for Houston’s Future
Brett Perlman’s 25-year career has spanned senior positions in business, government as well as corporate 
board work and service to his community. He is currently CEO of the Center for Houston’s Future, a non-
profit that focuses on developing consensus-based solutions to important social issues for the entire Houston 
region.  Before his appointment, he was a Fellow at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government and at the 
Harvard Advanced Leadership Initiative (ALI), an innovative program composed of experienced global 
leaders focused on developing new approaches to the world’s most pressing social issues.

Catherine Shrier 
WaterCitizenNews
Cat is a results-driven Water Planning & Policy, Business Development & Communications Expert with 25+ 
years experience conceptualizing and implementing strategic and purposeful communications, education, 
outreach, and inreach programs; managing teams and projects for water agencies, utilities, nonprofits, 
businesses, and multi-stakeholder collaborations; and supporting innovation and impact. She is the Founder 
of the WaterCitizen Education Foundation, Publisher/Editor of WaterCitizenNews.Com, Producer/Host of 
“The Water Show!” and has provided live coverage of water-related conferences, briefings, and events as 
the “Water Mobile Journalist.”
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David A. Dodd, CEcD/FM 
President and CEO, International Sustainable Resilience Center
David Dodd is a seasoned international thought leader in disaster recovery and resilience.  From his 20 
plus year background in development finance and economic development, including serving as Dean of the 
University of Oklahoma Economic Development Institute and instituting a national economic development 
education program in Mexico, David was thrust into disaster recovery through Hurricane Katrina.  David 
organized and lead a summit sponsored by the four affected states, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and 
the International Economic Development Council in Washington D.C. that provided input to Congress for 
economic recovery legislation.

Deval Allums 
Siemens
Deval has helped public entities implement resilient and sustainable infrastructure for the past 11 years in 
Texas.  She has provided expertise that has resulted in fiscally sound and technically strong solutions that 
have enables Texas Schools and Cities to upgrade their infrastructure within their existing budgets.  Prior to 
that, Deval has over 22 years of experience in the Information Technology field developing and providing 
solutions for CIO’s, CFO’s and Directors of Information Technology in Fortune 100 Companies.  She has 
extensive experience analyzing and developing financially sound network communication and printing 
solutions for complex multi-location environments.

Dan Simmons 
U.S. Department of Energy
Daniel Simmons a Senior Advisor in the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of Environmental 
Management. He is leading the development and implementation of DOE’s Water Security Grand 
Challenge. Daniel served on the Presidential Transition Team. Before joining DOE, Daniel served as the 
Institute for Energy Research’s Vice President for Policy, overseeing its energy and environmental policy 
work at the state and federal level. Prior to federal service, he served as director of the Natural Resources 
Task Force at the American Legislative Exchange Council, was a research fellow at the Mercatus Center, and 
worked as professional staff on the Committee on Resources of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Crystal Dwyer Hansen & Mark Victor Hansen 
Metamorphosis Energy
Mark Victor Hansen is probably best known as the co-author for the Chicken Soup for the Soul book series 
and brand, setting world records in book sales, with over 500 million books sold. He has also written 
many other best-selling books such as the Power of Focus, The Aladdin Factor, Dare to Win, One Minute 
Millionaire. Crystal Dwyer Hansen is a life-coach/hypnotherapist, author and speaker and creator of The 
Skinny Life book and program. Mark and Crystal have spoken to audiences all over the world, sharing 
their special brand of inspiration, wellness, and success principles. They also own two sustainable energy 
companies Natural Power Concepts in Hawaii and Metamorphosis Energy based in Arizona. 

Chuck Chaitovitz 
Vice President, Environmental Affairs and Sustainability 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Chuck Chaitovitz is vice president for environmental affairs and sustainability at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. For more than 25 years he has specialized in environment and energy issues, working with 
companies on strategies to improve their bottom line and competitive positioning.  At the Chamber, 
Chaitovitz is launching a new environment and sustainability capability to foster unique partnerships among 
the private sector, government, and civil society organizations.
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Edgar Westerhof 
Arcadis’ National Director for Flood Risk and Resiliency for North America
Edgar is a water consultant with nearly 20 years of experience in integrated urban water management. 
Edgar was leading the Arcadis participation in the international HUD Rebuild by Design competition, 
including the winning BIG U plan for the protection of Lower Manhattan. Edgar functions as the climate 
change adaptation specialist regarding integrated and multi-layered coastal waterfront and urban water 
management strategies. He bridges the understanding and business opportunities on water management 
between the Netherlands and the US and plays a key role in the identification and implementation of our 
local and international flood proofing expertise. 

Erin Keyes 
Austin Technology Incubator WRIOT Manager
Erin is currently managing ATI’s portfolio of startups using deep tech to solve the world’s most challenging 
water and food problems. ATI formed the first-in-Texas water “internet of things” program and cohort 
initiative to connect pre-commercialization incubation and mentoring with near-market opportunities across 
various sectors. Under an MOU with AccelerateH2O, ATIWRIOT assist in identifying and vetting potential 
pilot- or demonstration-stage products and integrated technologies. Prior to ATI, Erin worked in sales for a 
variety of power generation as well as energy efficiency and power demand management companies that 
served the electric utility industry.

Ed Craner 
Holt Caterpillar
Edward Craner is responsible for leading the strategic planning and marketing functions for HOLT CAT and 
its affiliates. His organization is focused on cultivating new strategic market opportunities, growing demand 
for HOLT products and services, and creating a world-class experience for HOLT customers. Edward joined 
HOLT CAT in January 2008 as the Director of Strategic Marketing following a successful career at AT&T 
where he held senior management positions in strategic planning, procurement, customer experience and 
sales operations. He is a member of the Holt Family Ventures and Family Office Committee. 

Gerald Schouten 
Dutch Water Technologies
Dr. Gerard Schouten is a globally-recognized water treatment, technologist, innovator, and active consultant 
on response to unique water challenges caused by environmental, weather, and man-made incidents. Westt 
is a young, dynamic and quick growing company, established in 2006 by Gerard Schouten and Antoine 
Engelaar. In 2008 Westt became one of the founding partners of the Waterhub in Leeuwarden, the Capital 
of Netherlands’ Water Technology, where over 15 other young technology companies that are actively 
involved in water, energy or life sciences are incubated and commercialized. 

Ebie Holts 
SplashLink
Ebie Holst has been focused on water-related market trends and technologies since 2009, identifying key 
water-related challenges, commercial assets and innovation opportunities relevant to markets around the 
world.  A Price Waterhouse and 12-year Silicon Valley veteran in information technology, as well as a 
seasoned consultant and navigator of the start-up landscape, Ebie has worked in both information and clean 
technology, and brings over 25 years of management and practical experience in the strategic design and 
launch of new business models and alliance initiatives across multiple sectors and global industries.
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Kevin Sofen 
W.S. Darley & Company
Kevin Sofen works for W.S. Darley & Company, a 110-year-old family owned company that serves the first 
responder and military markets worldwide.  In his Business Development and Strategic Market outreach role, 
Kevin is committed to innovative solutions that bring value to the entire public and private water industry. 
From its unique history post the Chicago fire in the early 1900s, W. S. Darley & Co. has been supplying 
apparatus, pumps and firefighting equipment to municipal and local government, and to the United States 
Federal Government as well as other governments and agencies around the world for over 60 years. 

Lynne Grinsell 
Assistant Vice President, Government & Industry Affairs 
Zurich North America
Lynne Grinsell manages government relations at the state level for Zurich North America, a top five 
commercial insurance provider in the U.S.  Her responsibilities include connecting Zurich to specific state 
legislators and regulators and advocating Zurich’s position on important topics and issues shaping the 
insurance industry. She works closely with Zurich’s resilience team to provide input on Post Event Review 
Capability studies, which take a consistent analytical approach to uncovering the root causes of natural 
hazard events. 

Jesse Bounds 
Office of Innovation, City of Houston
The Mayor’s Office of Innovation is leading Houston’s efforts to provide insight to the public and City 
leaders, improve the way government operates and innovate so that Houston continues to grow as a world-
class hub of innovation. Jesse leads the Mayor’s Office of Innovation that is helping modernize the way the 
City serves its people. Prior to his current role, Jesse served in various capacities for the City’s executive 
office, as an Operations Analyst and Assistant Chief of Staff to Mayor Bill White, and more recently as a 
Liaison to Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZ) in Mayor Parker’s Office of Economic Development. 

John Robinson 
Partner, Bluehouse Investments
John is the Founding Partner of Mazarine Ventures, an investment firm focused on launching and supporting 
venture funds that back young and promising innovations that address water/wastewater challenges. John 
is also Fund Manager of Evolution Technology Ventures, a fund is investing in purification, reuse, and 
recovery technologies for industrial markets. He is also fund manager of Bluehouse Investments, a venture 
fund focused on technologies that address disaster relief, emergency response, and humanitarian water/
wastewater needs.  Prior to Mazarine Ventures, John ran China-focused Mandarin Environment, which grew 
out of his China market expertise and background in strategy and operations consulting at Deloitte.

Jacob Vind 
Danish Consul General In Texas                                                                      
Jacob comes from a position as Head of the Danish Water Technology Alliance working out of Silicon Valley, 
California. He is continuing this role alongside his new role as Consul General.  
Jacob is a business developer by nature and is looking to strengthen relations between Denmark and Texas 
within key business areas with a strong focus on water technology and climate resiliency overall. 
Along with the rest of his team, he is looking to establish long-term partnerships across the Atlantic where 
Danish technology and know-how can help American stakeholders deal with some of the main challenges 
within the water/wastewater industry. 
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Nile Dixon 
Founder, Neilos Technologies Inc.
Nile Dixon is a junior at University of Houston-Downtown studying Sociology, and a Web Developer at 
January Advisors – where he focuses with other team members on smart cities data infrastructure, policy, 
and interoperability projects. An aspect of its work is based on upon the sheer number of new connected 
devices causing governments to rethink their data infrastructure for the next generation of data management 
on smart cities, citizen engagement, and articulating abundant information into actionable knowledge. 
In his spare time as Founder of Neilos Technologies Inc.,  Nile works on a variety of technology projects to 
help people in the city of Houston. He developed a chatbot during Hurricane Harvey for individuals to find 
the nearest hurricane shelter. 

Paul Choules  
Texas Desalinaiton Association
In the course of his 38-year career, Paul Choules has touched almost every aspect of the water industry in 
the industrial, military, oil and gas and municipal sectors. His capabilities and experience in thermal and 
membrane water treatment solutions range from business development, financing, project management, 
permitting, start-up and commissioning to the operation of plants around the world. Paul’s experience also 
includes 19 years at MECO, 10 of which he was located in the Middle East where he was responsible for 
providing support to over 250 desalination installations. It was while he was at MECO that he developed 
and executed some of the first successful membrane desalination plants in the Middle East. 

Niel Golightly 
Chief of Staff, Office of Resilience, City of Houston, and VP, Shell USA
Niel Golightly is a vice president for Shell Oil Company currently on executive loan to the City of Houston, 
where he is helping to lead the recovery from Hurricane Harvey and develop a long term resilience strategy 
for the city. Prior to this role, Niel was Shell Oil’s Vice President for Energy Transition Strategy in the U.S., 
developing long term energy scenarios for the U.S. market. Niel’s past roles have included Vice President 
for External Relations in the Americas, based in Houston, and five years as Shell’s Vice President for Global 
Downstream Communications and Sustainable Development, based in London.  

Molly Cain 
Director of Venture, U.S. Department of Homeland Security
In 2016, Molly was scouted when she met DHS executives during an innovation tour to Texas and invited 
to serve a 2-year appointment to design/launch the disruptive MVP model of a Venture Program for the US 
Department of Homeland Security. As Director of Venture Technology Relationships, Molly concentrated 
efforts to understand, audit, and craft sustainable recommendations to improve the well-known existing gap 
between the internal R&D efforts and many external sources of emerging tech (venture, startup, academia 
tech transfer, etc) and ultimate implementation into the hands of DHS users. 

Matt Ringer 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
As the Laboratory Program Manager for Advanced Manufacturing, Matt Ringer oversees the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) portfolio of science and engineering research completed on behalf 
of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Advanced Manufacturing Office (AMO). He ensures NREL researchers 
and engineers working on AMO projects provide high-quality, groundbreaking results to their clients. Matt is 
a member of the national leadership for IN2  -  a unique technology incubator and platform funded by the 
Wells Fargo Foundation and co-administered by NREL. IN2 aims to help de-risk technologies and ease the 
path to market adoption and deployment.
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Randall Sandone 
Executive Director, CIRI, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Randall Sandone, a Certified Chief Information Security Officer, is the Executive Director of the Critical 
Infrastructure Resilience Institute (CIRI) at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. CIRI is a 
Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology Directorate Center of Excellence. 
With an emphasis on outputs-oriented research, technology transition, education and workforce 
development, and early and continuous engagement with end users and homeland security practitioners, 
CIRI explores the organizational, policy, business, and technical dimensions of critical infrastructure’s 
dependence on cyber assets. 

Ravi Brahmbhatt 
Houston Community College
Ravi is an experienced leader that is actively engaged in delivering proven entrepreneurship and innovation 
programs creating viable economic opportunities for Houstonians. He serves on multiple educational and 
entrepreneurial boards focused on improving Houston’s talent pipeline and has spent over ten years growing 
new business models and overseeing a corporate investment portfolio of $3M dollars. Past 5 years, Mr. 
Brahmbhatt has focused on teaching business, innovation, and entrepreneurship to high school and college 
students, building talent for Houston’s business ecosystem. Currently a Director of Student Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship at HCC, he directs Student Competitions, Hackathons, Codefest, and STEM programs.

Peter Brooks 
VP, AquaTecture/WaterTalent
Peter Brooks is the Vice President of aquaTECTURE, a firm that is developing a portfolio of innovative 
water and wastewater technologies and services. In turn, he leads the waterTALENT division, a network of 
over 600 senior licensed water and wastewater subject matter experts across the country. aquaTECTURE 
and waterTalent partnered with AccelerateH2O and the City of Houston Water to deliver a unique post 
Hurricane Harvey demonstration of a complete off-the-grid treatment plant to assist in refortifying the City’s 
infrastructure.  Peter served in previous roles in the water industry at NLine Energy, Xylem, as a Fulbright 
Scholar researching drinking water challenges in India.

Rachel Norton 
ISET International
Dr. Rachel Norton has extensive experience working within the fields of resilience, disaster risk reduction, 
community engagement, and leadership development. Over the past 8 years Rachel has worked with local 
organizations and governments to facilitate resilience assessments and processes, build organizational and 
community capacity, and leadership development programming. Rachel has worked with ISET-International 
over the past three years on several resilience focused projects and reports. She draws on a variety of 
qualitative research methodologies and engagement tools in her work to support learning and problem 
solving for community organizations, local governments, businesses, and individuals.

Pete Phillips 
Deputy Director, Community Development and Revitalization 
Texas General Land Office
Pete is the son of an Air Force service member having spent his childhood in Europe. In 2001, Pete was selected for 
the Secretary of Defense Legislative Fellowship Program and served as a Legislative Assistant for U.S. Congressman 
Mac Thornberry (TX-13). He assisted Congressman Thornberry ushering in legislation through Congress that ultimately 
created the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Pete also served as the Special Assistant to the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Defense Continuity and Crisis Management where he worked policy issues associated 
with innovation, technology assessment, continuity of government, disaster preparedness and recovery, emergency 
response, crisis management, and the integration of state, local, tribal, and federal response.
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Rodney Reed 
Assistant Chief of Operational Support, Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office
Rodney Reed is the Assistant Chief of Operational Support for the Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office, with 
over 13 years’ fire service experience.  He earned a Bachelors’ degree in Communications, Texas A&M 
University and Masters in Emergency Management Services, Southern Columbia University.  He holds 
various certifications including a State-Certified Communications Unit Leader, TCFP Fire/Arson Investigator, 
international instructor, and serves on various emergency services committees.  He is also a member of 
the Department of Homeland Security First Responders Resource Group and member of the Environmental 
Crimes sub-committee of the International Association of Chiefs of Police.  

Run Wang 
Hubei University - Sponge City Initiative
Dr. Run Wang is the Director of the Institute of Urban Environment and lead-research director for the Wuhan 
Sponge City initiative. Surface water flooding is currently viewed as the most serious water-related issue in 
many of the China’s large cities due to rapid urbanization, land-use change and the process of rapid 
socio-economic development. ‘Sponge City’ will be used to tackle urban surface-water flooding and related 
urban water management issues. To achieve the dual goals of sustainable water-use and better flood control, 
more effective development and implementation of land-use guidance and assessment tools have been 
applied through Dr. Wang’s research and work in the City of Wuhan and across Hubei University. 

Swamy Margan 
HeartlandTech
Swamy is currently with Heartland Water Technology Inc. as Sr Vice President Global Sales where he 
advises Heartland Ventures on the selection and investment in new products and services, as well as provides 
ongoing technical and engineering advice to both portfolio companies AND the global sales team.  He has 
been a frequent presenter in global industry forums on advanced water treatment solutions, has published 
more than two dozen papers in various industry, technical and peer review journals, and has patented 
several application technologies. He has a total of 34 years’ experience in addressing the water challenges 
of the Oil & Gas, Mining and Mineral Processing, Power, Food Sectors.

Shannon Dunne 
City of Houston
Shannon Dunne, Senior Assistant Director of the Department of Public Works and Engineering assumed 
leadership of Wastewater Operations Branch in September of 2017.  Mr. Dunne has over 38 years of 
experience within the public sector of the civil infrastructure industry.  He graduated from Barry University in 
South Florida and has 7 licenses in the Municipal Utility Industries.  Mr. Dunne started with the City in 2014 
in the Wastewater Operations Branch.  He currently leads an organization of over 780 employees that is 
responsible for the collection and treatment of sanitary wastewater totaling approximately 83 billion gallons 
annually; 39 permitted Water Resource Recovery Facilities, 383 Lift Stations, and over 7000 miles of pipe 
throughout the City. 

Richard Seline 
Executive Director, AccelerateH2O
Richard serves as Executive Director and Senior Advisor to the Texas-based AccelerateH2O – the statewide 
and Southwest US regional water technology initiative. A fourth-generation Texan, Richard’s career 
spans over thirty-years of public and private sector engagement – from his role as Special Assistant to the 
President of the University of Texas M.D. Andersen Cancer Center to Deputy Assistant Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, from his family’s 100 year-old construction company to CEO of a twelve-person 
global technology-focused economic and business consultancy. In his capacity as Executive Director, Richard 
leads efforts in building a statewide and regional eco-system, and opportunities in Texas’ $9 billion water 
technology marketplace. 
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Viktor Hlas 
Strategic Partnership Manager, OptiRTC, Inc 
Mr. Hlas is responsible for managing client and partner relationships including the development of public-
private-partnership opportunities and innovative delivery models at Opti.  Opti enables communities and 
businesses to continuously improve stormwater management by delivering real-time visibility, adaptively 
controlling assets, and supporting smart city initiatives. Mr. Hlas has an MBA from Babson College, a M.S. 
and B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of New Hampshire and professional experience in water 
resources management and low impact development.


