




robust analysis that supports planning and resource 
decision-making. However, few Texans realize how 
strongly we are positioned on a national and global 
scale to solve soil moisture, flood mitigation and 
other related effects of not enough or too much 
water. 

After the White House Summit, Seline met with 
20 technology CEOs and representatives to discuss 
leveraging the State's business environment for 
entrepreneurs, innovators, inventors and investors. 

"Through our partnership with the state's leading 
water associations such as TRWA, a network of 
incubators and accelerators across the State, 
coupled with our lnvestH20 forum of private 
investment sources and the aggregation of over 
4600 public utility procurement decision-makers, 
we welcome early and growth stage products and 
services to our $9+ billion marketplace. And to 
strengthen why companies and investments want 
to be in Texas: we have over 150 companies with 
global reach on which to ride-along for exporting to 
new markets around the world," said Seline 

During a forum of Israeli startup and investment 
managers, Seline explained " ... unlike most 
countries in the world, we do not have a so-called 
minister of water; we have over 4600 ministers 
of water and that can be very intimidating and 
a long lead time for early stage as well as large 
global companies. AccelerateH20, its partners, the 
State's elected officials, economic development 
and civic leaders are finding ways to welcome and 
engage with companies and investors to scale-up 
their market development activities and improve 
upon their technology capabilities. Remember that 
Israel had no natural form of fresh water and an 
urgent demand from a growing economy, including 
agriculture, and therefore had to innovate itself in 
practice and application. Currently Israel, Singapore 
and other countries reclaim and reuse more than 
50 percent of their water resources, while Texas 
remains at less than 10 percent. We are at an 
important crossroads to adopt and adapt the world's 
best thinking and technologies." 

Texas' role as a global water innovation hub 
was introduced to senior leadership of the U.S. 
Departments of Agriculture, Interior, Energy, State, 
the Bureau of Reclamation, the Army Corp of 
Engineers, along with representatives from GE, 
Coca Cola, Xylem, Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
and 30 other global and national Fortune 500 
companies. 

"It was evident that engaging with TRWA's 
membership to help cities, counties and regions in 
the state where not enough or too much water has 
created uncertainty and economic challenges was 
a common national and global concern for both the 
public and private sector expertise. We strongly 
believe that efforts underway in the Rio Grande 
Valley and West Texas could become best practices 
for mitigating uncertainty caused by on and off again 
drought and flooding, as well as change the fortunes 
of ranches, farms, manufacturing, and small 
businesses," observed Seline. 

One idea that AccelerateH20 has begun to 
circulate at the regional, state and national levels
"West Texas: The New American Oasis"- was well 
received. The concept of linking various sources, 
forms, end-users, technologies and innovative 
practices into a "Water Cycle of Prosperity" could 
prevent future water wars, ownership battles and 
surface versus groundwater legal or legislative 
action. Simply, the abundance of aquifer, brackish, 
reclaimed industrial and agriculture, and other 
water sources- viewed as an integrated system
could spark an economic resurgence in counties 
that are currently pitted again:;t each other from 
a perspective of limited access to water. Working 
with the Texas Rural Water Association, agriculture 
and ranch interests, light manufacturing and small 
businesses, chambers of commerce and economic 
development organizations, AccelerateH20's 
executive and advisory committees are encouraged 
about the state becoming a global water innovation 
hub. 

About Accelerate H20 

AccelerateH20 was formed to identify the most 
efficient and effective pathway for technology 
development and deployment across Texas' 
residential, industrial, agricultural and utility end
users. With more than 18 university research 
centers, 4600 water agencies, 5000+ medium and 
large corporate campuses, and thousands of farms 
and ranches, Texas represents an undiscovered $9 
billion water technology marketplace. We connect 
the market of ideas, resources and assets by 
tackling barriers and limitations to innovating water 
in Texas. More information on AccelerateH20 can 
be found at http://www.AccelerateH20.org 
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